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The IEEE Central Texas Section joint chapter of PE31/PEL35/IE13/IA34 or (PI)² hosted a 
successful workshop on Energy Storage Systems.  The workshop was originally scheduled for a 
single 8-hour day on March 18 when the COVID outbreak disrupted everything.  (PI)2 decided to 
proceed with an on-line workshop spread across 4 days at 2.5-hours per session.  The workshop 
dates were June 16, 18, 23, and 25.  We learned a lot of lessons because (PI)2 had never hosted 
an on-line workshop.   

Workshop on-line access was free to all who were fully registered.  Full registration required the 
participants to list their respective employers, employers’ address, job title or position, and 
contact information, all of which was provided to the workshop sponsors.  The workshop 
sponsors were Yarcom, Inc., Yotta Energy, Inc., (both in Austin, Texas), Eaton Corporation, and 
SAFT America, Inc.  IEEE sponsors were Industry Applications Society (IAS) and Industrial 
Electronics Society (IES). Links to each WebEx session were provided via e-mail shortly before 
the presentation and served as a reminder of the upcoming workshop session. 

On Tuesday, June 16, David Hood from SAFT America, Inc. discussed battery technology 
comparison and sizing concepts.  Thursday, June 18, Daniel Youngs from SAFT America, Inc. 
provided an introduction to lithium-ion batteries.   The next week on Tuesday, June 23 and 
Thursday, June 25, Thomas Domitrovich of Eaton Corporation discussed National Electrical 
Code Article 706 in detail along with other related NEC Articles for energy storage systems.  At 
the close of each session, a drawing was held for a copy of Linden’s Handbook of Batteries; 
everyone fully registered was eligible to win.   

Attendance was good; the majority of those registered actually attended the live presentations.  
Other registrants had timing conflicts but they will have access to the workshop from the 
recorded sessions which will be made available later.  The success was evident in the lively 
Q&A sessions after each of the four sessions. 

IEEE membership benefits and IES society memberships were promoted to all workshop 
attendees. In the week following the workshop, we noted 6 new IES society members bringing 
our total to 23, and we hope to see more in the coming weeks. 

Although the on-line workshop was not the same as a live session where presenters, sponsors, 
and participants can freely interact, (PI)2 is still happy with the success of this workshop.    

 

 

 

 

   


