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IEEE Smart Village Announces New Chairperson 

John Nelson to lead new organizational structure 

 

PISCATAWAY, NJ – The Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE) is pleased to announce 

the appointment of John P Nelson as the chair of the newly formed IEEE Smart Village (ISV) Management 
Committee.  IEEE is the largest professional organization in the world with over 400,000 international mem-
bers.  IEEE Smart Village, a Signature program supported by the IEEE Foundation, is a volunteer led group 
whose mission is to provide renewable electricity, education and empowerment to those throughout the 
world who have little or no access to electricity. 
  
IEEE Smart Village is undergoing an organizational transformation that is set up to tap into the knowledge 
from multiple IEEE Societies and programs.   Under the guidance of a management committee, John will 
lead a group of volunteers who support entrepreneurs around the world. These business people are de-
ploying solar microgrids in the remotest areas of the planet, enabling business and expanding educational 
opportunities.  Ray Larsen, the former chairperson of IS, is passing the gavel after ten years at the helm.  
Under Mr. Larsen’s leadership, ISV has overseen the deployment of more than 170 unique projects where 
more than 3,000 solar panels have been deployed.  There are more than 1.2 million people who are im-
pacted by this program so far.  
 
Mr. Nelson is a Life Fellow member of IEEE and has been active in IEEE throughout his career.  He has 
over 50 years of electric power engineering experience in the planning, design, construction and operation 
of electric power systems throughout the world.  He started his career in 1969 as an engineer with the 
Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo) where he worked as an engineer and senior engineer in 
electric system planning, electric engineering and finally in fuel supply development where he was respon-
sible for developing coal, natural gas, oil and renewable energy source contracts.  After ten years with 
PSCo, Mr. Nelson entered into the electric power consulting business, helping found Power Line Models 
Engineering and later (1984) where he founded NEI Electric Power Engineering. 
  
Mr. Nelson has been a long-time member of the Power and Energy Society (PES) and the Industry Appli-
cations Society (IAS) of IEEE.  Mr. Nelson has been the recipient of the Denver Post Honor Award (1976) 
for his service in the Colorado National Guard, the Denver Chapter of IEEE- PES/IAS Outstanding Engineer 
Award (2002),  the IEEE Richard Harold Kaufman Award (2012), the IEEE-IAS-PCIC (Petroleum and 
Chemical Industry Committee) Russel W. Mills Award (2015) and the IEEE-IAS Distinguished Service 
Award (2018). 
  
Mr. Nelson has held numerous leadership roles within IEEE. In recent years, he has been active within 
IEEE-SIGHT (Special Interest Group for Humanitarian Technologies), IEEE-FDC (Future Directions Com-
mittee), IEEE-IAS-PCIC Advisory & Awards Committee, IEEE Power Africa Conference Committee, IEEE 
Smart Village and a member-at-large on the IEEE-IAS Board.  Mr. Nelson has authored numerous IEEE 
technical papers and presented numerous IEEE technical tutorials.  He has taught both graduate and un-
dergraduate power engineering classes at the University of Colorado Denver Campus. 
  
Mr. Nelson has great visions for expanding the IEEE Smart Village effort to help bring power, education 
and entrepreneurship opportunities to empower those people in the world, estimated at approximately 1 
billion, who have little or no access to electricity.    



 

 

 

IEEE Smart Village integrates sustainable electricity, education, and entrepreneurial solutions to 

empower off-grid communities. Through a global network of local entrepreneurs, expert engineers, and 

passionate volunteers, we work together in partnership to help empower local economies, create job op-

portunities, and foster education programs that help communities around the world take the reins and 

continually improve their quality of life. Learn more at smartvillage.ieee.org. 

http://smartvillage.ieee.org/

