
 
 

In Memory   L. Bruce McClung   1937-2019 

Bruce McClung passed away on October 5, 2019 at age 82. Bruce was an IEEE Life Fellow and a distinguished member 
of the IEEE Industry Applications Society.  
 
Bruce received his electrical engineering degree from West Virginia University in 1960. Turning down an offer to join 
the Baltimore Colts professional football team, he decided to pursue an electrical engineering career and joined the 
engineering staff at Union Carbide. During his 41 year career with Union Carbide, he worked in all phases of electrical 
design and electrical technology support for large chemical plants, with emphasis on concepts to achieve and maintain 
reliability in electrical distribution systems and to enhance safety for workers who may be exposed  to  hazardous 
electrical energy. He received the Union Carbide Chairman’s Award for Excellence and Pursuit of Values of the 
Corporation in 1991.  In 1997, he was named a Corporate Fellow, the first electrical engineer in Union Carbide to 
receive this distinction.  After retiring from Union Carbide, Bruce was a Principal Consultant for Electrical Safety 
Consulting Services, Inc., and Mc Squared Electrical Consulting, LLC, which were formed to provide expert services in 
electrical injury litigation and consultations on electrical system design studies. 
 
In the early 1970s, Bruce began his pioneering work to identify, promote, and standardize prevention though design 
and safe work practices to reduce risk of electrical injuries and fatalities. His papers, tutorials, and self-published book 
(co-authored with John Gallagher), “Electrical Safety Hotwork Program” influenced creation  and development of federal 
regulations and industry codes and standards, including OSHA 1910 Subpart S, IEEE 902 Guide for Maintenance, 
Operation, and Safety of Industrial and Commercial Power  Systems and NFPA 70E  Standard for Electrical Safety in 
the Workplace. His work has influenced virtually every standard related to electrical safety in the workplace, and has 
achieved exceptional results in reducing accidents, injuries, and fatalities.  Bruce served as chair of the Industry 
Application Society Standards Department for 12 years, during which time he strengthened industry participation, and 
helped to harmonize international standards. 
 
A founding member of the IAS PCIC Safety Subcommittee, IAS  Electrical Safety Committee and the IAS Electrical 
Safety Workshop, Bruce received numerous awards and recognitions for his pioneering leadership and contributions 
impacting electrical safety. In 1990 he received the IEEE Standards Medallion and was elevated to IEEE Fellow with 
the citation “for leadership in the development of improved electrical insulations and their impact on safety and reliability 
of electrical conductors and equipment.”   In 1994, he was elected to the West Virginia University Academy of 
Distinguished Alumni. In 1995, Bruce received the IEEE Charles Proteus Steinmetz Award, with the citation, “for 
leadership in defining, documenting, and standardizing safe electrical work practices." The IAS Petroleum and 
Chemical Industry Committee awarded him the PCIC Electrical Safety Excellence Award in 2000. The following year, 
Bruce received the IAS Outstanding Achievement Award and the IEEE Medal for Engineering Excellence with the 
citation, “for pioneering application of technology and standards leading to improved safety of industrial electrical 
systems.” During the past 10 years he received the PCIC Outstanding Emeritus Award (2009), the PCIC David C. Azbill 
Award (2013), the Electrical Safety Committee William C. Jordan Award (2015), and the PCIC Russell W. Mills Award 
(2016). 
 
Bruce served as IEEE Distinguished Lecturer for Electrical Safety during 2002-2003. In addition to numerous 
presentations at US and Canada conferences and seminars, he was an invited speaker at IEEE sponsored electrical 
safety seminars in Mumbai, Pune and New Delhi (India), Rome (Italy), Sao Paulo and Rio de Janerio (Brazil), Hong 
Kong, and Australia. 
 
A humble and gentle man, Bruce was a friend and mentor to many and a true pioneer in electrical safety. His decades 
of contributions to electrical safety changed and advanced the electrical safety culture, and established pathways for 
others to explore.  Bruce is survived by his wife Sue, three daughters, one son, two sisters, a brother, and their families.  
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