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▸Forward-thinking technology professionals coming together …

… to discover the next technological 

innovation,  

to develop international standards, 

The Fuel of IEEE
Who we are 

to develop international standards, 

to form communities, 

to share research and educate, 

in the spirit of collaboration. 
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IEEE Legacy 

▸The public‘s need for increased 

technological innovation brought our 

founders together in the spirit of 

collaboration

▸

IEEE’s story of innovation begins with a spark of collaborative spirit 

collaboration

▸Since 1884, IEEE has been fostering 

technical advancement for the benefit of 

humanity

▸As the largest technological association in 

the world, it is our responsibility to preserve 

this history 2



Benefits of Preservation 

▸Increase public understanding of the 

achievements of electrical, electronics, and 

computer engineers

▸Enhances the image of engineers and elevates the 

Importance of engineering history 

▸Enhances the image of engineers and elevates the 

prestige of the profession

▸Pride in local accomplishments and                                    

global contributions 

▸Preservation of landmark structures 
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IEEE History Center 

▸Preserve, research, and promote the history of 

IEEE, its members, their professions and industries, 

and the related sciences and technologies

▸Manage the Engineering & Technology History Wiki 

The center for the public history of technology

▸Manage the Engineering & Technology History Wiki 

on behalf of a consortium of engineering societies

- Oral and first-hand histories 

- Articles/ educational material 

- IEEE Archives/Institutional history 

- IEEE Milestones 

ethw.org4



IEEE Milestone Program 

▸Honors significant technical 

achievements in electrical, electronic, 

and computer engineering and the 

associated sciences

▸

Funded by the IEEE Foundation 

The Pearl Street Generating 

Station, 1882

Volta's Electrical 

Battery Invention, 1799

associated sciences

▸Started in 1983 as part of IEEE 

Centennial Celebration

▸Today’s milestone is our 200th

worldwide 
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SHAKEY: The World’s 

First Mobile Intelligent 

Robot, 1972



▸Encourage the understanding that 

technology and history are not mutually 

exclusive subjects

▸

exclusive subjects

▸ A one-stop shop of resources that bring to 

life the history of technology and 

engineering in the classroom 

▸Situates science, technology, and 

engineering in their social and humanistic 

contexts
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Get Involved! 

▸Propose a Milestone

▸Do Your Own Milestone Selfie

▸Contribute Your Story to ethw.org

▸

Help preserve our history 

▸

▸Contribute Your Story to ethw.org

▸Support the IEEE Foundation
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