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For the first time in the Chapter’s history, members of the student branch attended to 

an IEEE Colombia National Student Branch Meeting, which was made in the beautiful city 

of Santa Marta and had an extent of three days, April 29th to May 1st. It was a special 

occasion for showing the country all the work that Uniandes SB IAS Chapter has done, 

because at this National Meeting were present student branches from 25 universities of 

Colombia, and more than 200 assistants including industry professionals and even the IEEE 

Colombia Section Chair.    

On this opportunity the Universidad de Los Andes’ branch participated in many 

contests, and the IAS chapter specially took part in one of them, Most Successful Event 

made in the country by a Student Branch. Two chapter members were sent to expose the 

labor made at the “PRIMER ENCUENTRO TRANSMISORES DE CONOCIMIENTO 

ETC2015” (First Knowledge Transmitters Meeting), event chosen by The Uniandes SB 

IAS Chapter in conjunction with the Uniandes IEEE Student Branch to participate in the 

contest mentioned before. 

The ETC 2015 was a meeting made in December 2015 on Universidad de Los Andes 

with the participation of Empresa de Energía de Bogotá (Bogotá’s Energy Company) and 

several companies related to the electric field as ABB, Siemens, Vizimax, Alstom and 

General Electric. This was a scenario in which the industry took closer the electrical power 

systems world to the academy members, in particular the students. All the good work done 

by the chapter in this event was going to be shown in a poster room. 



      On Friday 29th of April our two members were ready to present the achievements of 

the ETC 2015, nevertheless, by reason of flight delays they couldn’t arrive at time. But that 

wasn’t an obstacle, because other members of Uniandes IEEE Student Branch exposed the 

event in the poster room and made their best effort to make a good impression on the panel.  

At night our members finally arrived, just in time to the Student Branches’ 

exposition, in which all the IEEE branches around the country showed the projects they had 

done, their activities and their projection towards the future. This was one of the moments 

to interact with colleagues, to know the astonishing potential of the different branches and 

to share experiences, as well as in the coffee breaks, lunch and dinner time.  

On Saturday, many lectures about leadership and correct event organization were 

done and the students had the opportunity to acquire valuable knowledge. One of the 

featured presentations was done by the IEEE Colombia Section Chair, Lorena García, who 

spoke about the coherence between the Student Branches and IEEE vision, giving a 

meaningful speech about how they can help to improve the world by helping its 

communities and supporting its students. Another important conference was made by 

Jimmy Túllume, Perú Regional Student Activities Chair, in which he explained methods 

for successful event planning with tips about organization between the volunteers, how to 

manage funds and the aids that IEEE offers. Also, Jimmy encouraged the student branches 

of the country to participate in Regional contests, which include branches of all the 

universities in South America. 

 

When the night arrived, under a starry sky in the beach, the closing and awards 

ceremony occurred. Besides of the Most Successful Event award, the other members of our 

branch were participating in an Ethics contest and Exemplary Branch of the year, so it was 

a moment of tension and suspense. The jury spoke, and even when the chapter didn’t win, 

we will keep our endeavor and energy to reach our goals.  After the closing ceremony, all 

the branches made a cultural show, displaying many aspects of the social and ethnic 

tradition that they have in their home regions.  

Lastly, our members left Santa Marta at Sunday. Although the branch didn’t win any 

prize, the Student Chapter members learned many valuable things for the upcoming 

National Student Branch Meetings. First, they acquired knowledge about the operation of 

other Chapters around the country and their strategies. Second, they realized how the IAS 

Chapter can improve with the help of the IEEE Student Branch. Third, they learned about 

planning and organization of the volunteers and the resources that the Chapter has, which 

could be helpful information for future events. Finally, the Chapter realized how strong is, 



because of the amount of active members and the quality work made by them, and that is a 

motivation for the next national meeting, and even the regional awards of South America.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


